
 

  

Grossnickle Church of the Brethren June 2021 
 
 

June is busting out all over…. 
 

As we begin to think summer…and all that it holds - no school, longer days, warmer weather, 
vacations, lightening bugs…lots of bugs…cookouts, picnics, swimming, sunburns, we can get lost in 
dreaming about the “lazy, crazy, days of summer.” 
 
We can allow our minds to race to the places we wish we could go on a vacation; perhaps places we 
have heard amazing stories about from a friend. Places that we have seen advertised somewhere, 
places to visit family or friends, or, simply a place of our dreams…one of those “bucket list” places we 
hope that ‘one day’ we will get to visit! 
 
When I was a child and when we would return to school in September, one of our first assignments 
was to write an essay on “How I spent my summer vacation…”  I confess I wasn’t a fan of this 
assignment.  There were so many summers that I felt I didn’t have anything exciting to share. We 
spent much of our summer vacation visiting family in Texas or Arizona.  As a child I felt my summers 
were often boring, unexciting …there were the giant mosquitos, the smelly refineries, miles and miles 
of highway and hours and hours traveling in the back of a station wagon.  
 
But when I look back now, if I were to write that essay, it might sound so different. Memories of playing 
in the back of the station wagon with my sister and brothers; the fun, the songs, the laughter. The 
memories of arriving at my “grandmommy’s” to the aroma of fresh banana bread coming out of the 
oven; perfect timing! Stories that we share and laugh about now, that warm my heart and take me back 
to a wonderful season in my life.  Time with family impacted my life to help establish that as a priority 
even now!  WOW, how I spent my summer vacations then deepened my life and love of family now. 
 
It wasn’t the sights we saw like the Grand Canyon, or Petrified Forest or Painted Desert that made it 
special. It was the people who joined me on the journey. The joy of seeing them and making 
memories with family, that made my summer special.  Over 50 years later, I took David and our sons 
back to the Grand Canyon, the Petrified Forest, Painted Desert, Wickenburg, Arizona and more.  Yes, 
the sights were great, but the travel with family was the heart of my adventure.  Memories to share for 
a lifetime! 
 
What are you looking forward to doing this summer?  Remember: It is not the destination…but the 
journey, and your traveling companions along the way.  So, make this a summer to remember, 
memories that will last a lifetime.  I can’t wait to hear how you spent your summer vacation. Essays 
are due in September! 
 
Joy for the Journey, 
 
Pastor Sandi 
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UPCOMING SERMONS 
 

Please join us for Worship in one of a variety of ways.  Join us Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in-person in the 
Sanctuary or by radio from your vehicle in the church parking lot.  Worship recordings will be made available 
Sunday afternoons through email and Facebook.  And, for anyone without internet access, you may still 
receive an audio-only CD by contacting the church office. 
 
    

 DATE SERMON SCRIPTURE SPECIAL ACTIVITIES  

 June 6 We are God’s Buildings! 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 Pastor Dan Johnson (Candidate) 

    & “My 2¢ for Hunger” Offering 

 June 13 Red Letters about: POLITICS Matthew 4:1-11 

 June 20 Red Letters about: RACISM Matthew 5:23-24 Father’s Day 

 June 27 Red Letters about: JOY  Matthew 22:2-4; Luke 15:1-2  
 

 

OUTREACH SUMMER PROJECT 
 

Summer is almost upon us.  A time we think of sun, sand, sports.  For some in the world it can be a time 
of storms, squalls, and struggle.  To assist those in need we will be collecting hygiene kits to be 
distributed by CWS.  Each kit should be placed in a one-gallon size plastic bag with zip closure and 
should include: 
 

 One hand towel 

 One washcloth  

 One wide-tooth comb (removed from package) 

 One fingernail or toenail clipper (removed from package) 

 One bath-size bar of soap (in wrapper) 

 One toothbrush (in package) 

 10 regular band aids 
 

Donations can be dropped off in the narthex between June 1 and September 1. Please include a 
processing fee of $2 for each kit donated to assist with the cost of sending kits overseas.  Write your 
check to “GCOB” and on the memo line note “hygiene kits” then place your check in the offering plate.  
(Please do not put money in the kits.) 

 

ADOPT-A-ROAD CLEANUP PLANNED FOR JUNE 12TH 
 

10-12 volunteers are needed for our next cleanup day scheduled for Saturday, June 12th at 
8:30 am.  This is a great way to get out and enjoy Mother Nature and to help keep our slice 
of paradise clean!   
 

Please call Diane Moser, 240-397-1652, if you can help.  Thank you so much for your 
continued support.  The event will be cancelled if it rains that morning. 

 
 

It's time once again to renew Messenger subscriptions.  And, if not already a subscriber, 
this is your opportunity to begin a new subscription; or give a gift subscription. 

 

 If you sign up through the church, the cost is $14.50/year or $27.00 for two years. 
 First time subscribers get a 50% discount the 1st year. 
 Student rates are $1.25/issue or $10 for an 8-month subscription. 
 Make checks payable to Grossnickle COB and note MESSENGER.  Payments (checks) should 

be delivered to the Church Office.  Please note your check # on the signup sheet. 
 Orders due by Sunday, June 6. 
 Questions?  Contact the church office. 
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PASTOR CALL WEEKEND 
SATURDAY, JUNE 5TH & SUNDAY, JUNE 6TH 

 

Introduction: 
 As you know Grossnickle began its search for a new pastor in August of 2020. The committee 
is excited to present a candidate for consideration. We feel the candidate represents the core beliefs 
of the Church and aligns with the wants and needs of Grossnickle. On June 6th at 10:30 the 
candidate will lead us in Sunday worship. Please review the details below for the weekend’s 
events and pastoral biography. 
 

Pastor’s Biography: 
Pastor Dan Johnson and his family started in the Church of the Brethren in 
February 2008 after eleven years of ministry in the United Methodist Church, 
which included both youth and senior pastor roles. He graduated from 
Ashland Theological School in 2005 with a Masters in Divinity. 
 

Pastor Johnson's wife, Harmony, also graduated from Ashland Theological 
School in 2005 with a Masters in Divinity and Counseling. She is currently a 
nurse and has served in many ministry positions, including Hospice and most 
recently as an Oncology Nurse. 
 

Harmony and Dan's passions are Jesus, family, and the outdoors. Their 
daughter, Aubrie, who blessed them with her presence on December 7, 2005, 
is the unpaid visitation Pastor of the church. She is also the church hugger and 
greeter. Aubrie's passions are animals, water, school, band, and art. 

 

On August 13, 2014 the Johnson family grew again with the addition of Wesley. He is the church 
singer and greeter, and he likes to say "hi" to everyone he meets. Wesley's passions are animals, 
water, climbing, dancing, and battle bots. 
 

Call Weekend Details: 
 June 5th: Question and Answer Sessions from 9:30 – 11:00am and 2:30 – 4:00pm.  
 June 6th: Question and Answer Session from 9:00 – 10:00am. Pastor Johnson will 
  lead morning worship. 

 

Voting: 
The search committee wants to provide the opportunity for everyone who is a member to vote. Voting 
will be by ballot for both those in worship on Sunday, June 6th and for those watching virtually. 
 

On June 6th, after worship, there will be a business meeting to vote on extending a call to Pastor 
Johnson as our next fulltime (1.0) pastor as well as salary and benefits. This requires at least a two-
thirds vote of members in attendance. Salary requires a simple majority vote to be accepted.  
 

For those viewing virtually we ask that you complete and sign a ballot.  Ballots will be available at the 
church and will need to be completed by Tuesday, June 8th at 4:00 pm.  Please remember to sign 
your ballot before placing it in the locked wooden box in the breezeway. 
 

Salary and Benefits: 
At this time this is currently being negotiated. Grossnickle has traditionally paid our pastors based on 
the salary recommendations from the Church of the Brethren and paid ⅔ of the insurance.  
 

Feel free to contact any search committee member with questions. 
David Doyle, Ryan Harshman, Patty Hurwitz, Catherine Mahoney, Danny Rumpf, Brooke Smith, and 
Myralee Wiles 
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GROWING PROJECT NEWS 

 
The Growing Project committee is looking forward to another 

successful year in 2021, raising funds for Growing Hope Globally.  

This is our sixteenth year of working toward helping our brothers and 

sisters rise out of hunger and poverty.  We know we have made a 

real difference in the lives of many people around the globe.  Please 

continue to support the Growing Project through your prayers, donations, and presence at our events 

throughout the year. 
 

For this year, we chose to sponsor the Haiti Mole St. Nicolas program.   This program works with 
farmers in a severely food insecure region of Haiti where lack of roads and infrastructure prohibit 
many non-profits from working in that area.  We liked that this program works with water issues in that 
region, both with providing access to a spring for drinking, and helping folks with better means of 
fishing to conserve resources. 
 

Please note these 2021 Growing Project events on your calendar and plan to join us: 
 

Sunday, June 13 – Blessing of the Seed, 3:00 pm 
Saturday, Sept. 18 – Sub Sale 
Sunday, October 17 – Harvest Celebration, 2:30 pm   

 

We are always grateful for corporate sponsors and individuals who sponsor an acre or portion of an 
acre on the Growing Project farm.  For more information please call the church office or Patty Hurwitz 
at 301-471-7810. 
  
 

  THIS MONTH! 
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Have some old electronics you want to get rid of? 

 

E-CYCLE DRIVE 
 

Saturday, June 19, 2021   ●   8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 

Have some outdated electronics laying around the house?  If so, bring the items to the trailer in 
the church parking lot on Saturday, June 19, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm.  Someone will be there to meet 
you and help unload. 
 

Items will be taken to e-End in Frederick where they will 
be recycled.  PLEASE NOTE: NO TELEVISIONS (LCD or CRT) 
and NO MONITORS LCD or CRT).  TVs and monitors may be 
dropped off at e-End in Frederick, M-F 9am – 4pm; there 
is a fee to recycle TVs and monitors.  Prices and 
directions at https://eendusa.com/.  
 

We look forward to receiving your materials as an act of 
caring for God’s Creation during our 9th Annual Drive at 
the Church.  The following items WILL BE accepted: 
 
 
 
 

NOT ACCEPTED DURING EVENT 

OUR GROWING PROJECT NEEDS YOUR ALUMINUM CANS! 
 

Please place your clean, empty aluminum cans in the recycle bin behind the Parish Hall. Funds received from the recycler 
will be used to help support our 2021 Growing Project for the Haiti Mole St. Nicolas Program.  Thank you! 
 

NOT ACCEPTED DURING EVENT 

https://eendusa.com/
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CHURCH PICNIC… AN AFTERNOON OF FOOD & FELLOWSHIP 
SUNDAY, JUNE 27TH  ▪  12:30PM 

 
Who has been missing our Church friends so much and is ready for a Picnic??  Who is ready to sit 
down and have a meal together in the beautiful outdoors and catch up on how we have been? Who is 
ready for the kids to get together and play together? 

 

The Deacons are planning a Church Picnic for June 27th after worship.  
The picnic will start at 12:30 and will be held at the Catoctin Fish and 
Game Club.  (This facility is located at the very dead end of Clark Road in 
Myersville, which is off Canada Hill Road between Canada Hill Drive and 
Easterday Road.)  You can arrive a little early if you like, but food will be 
served at approximately 12:30.  All the food and paper products will be 
provided; however, you can bring your own picnic lunch and drink if you 
would rather.  The menu will include chicken, Linwood Schroyer’s 

delicious pulled pork, Pastor Sandi’s baked beans, and probably potato salad, and/or macaroni salad 
and/or coleslaw, chips, water bottles, sodas and ice cream cups.  The Deacons will be serving the 
food with gloves and masks on. 
 

With help from Christian Ed, there will be corn-hole and other games for the kids (and adults) to 
participate in.  It is up to each individual as to whether to wear a mask or not at the picnic. 
 

The facility has a huge covered pavilion, which will be nice if it is really hot or rainy that day; and there 
are bathrooms we may use.  You can bring your own lawn chairs if you would be more comfortable 
and if you want to spread out after the meal. 
 

Please mark the date on your calendars and plan to join in this time of fellowship.  A signup sheet will 
be located on the table in the Narthex for you to sign up if you are planning to attend.  This will help 
the Deacons know approximately how much food and other items to provide… but, you are still 
welcome to come if you don’t sign up.  If you are not yet coming to Church, but want to come to the 
picnic, just call the Church office and ask Kathie to add your name to the signup sheet. 
 

Can’t wait to be together in this way.  Hope to see you there! 
 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN’S 

2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
TO BE HELD VIRTUALLY 

 
“God’s Adventurous Future” is the theme for the 2021 Annual Conference of 
the Church of the Brethren.  Inspired by John (Revelation 21 and 22), the River of 
Life offers water for the thirsty and the Tree of Life bears fruit for the healing of the 
world. Delegates and non-delegates will ‘gather’ virtually for this year’s conference.  
Moderator for the conference will be Paul Mundey, a minister, consultant, and 
writer, with over 43 years of service for Christ and Christ’s cause. 

 

The Board is seeking two individuals to be delegates for the 2021 Church of the Brethren Annual 

Conference. The virtual Conference runs from June 30 - July 4. If interested, please contact Danny 

Rumpf at 240.675.1897 or djrumpf78@comcast.net. 
 

Additional information about Annual Conference is available on the Church of the Brethren’s website 

at https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/. 

  

mailto:djrumpf78@comcast.net
https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/


The Dunker, June 2021 Page 7 
 

NOTES OF THANKS 
 

THANK YOU FROM GLENN & SYLVIA LANTZ… We thank our GCoB faith family for the 
beautiful altar flowers in honor of our 50th Anniversary; also for the many beautiful cards, 
phone calls, and words of congratulations.  We are truly blessed in so many ways to be part 
of this congregation.  God has blessed us beyond measure.  Sylvia also appreciated the cards, 
phone calls, and wishes she received for her birthday.  You all are very special.  With much 
love, Glenn and Sylvia 
 

THANK YOU FROM PAM JOUANNET… A great big thank you to everyone who sent 
a birthday card.  My mom, Flo Krogmann, was overjoyed and has never received 
so many nice cards in her 86 years on this earth. 
 

THANK YOU FROM SECRETARY KATHIE… With a grateful heart I want to thank the 
GCOB congregation for the beautiful fresh flower arrangement (see photo) that I 
received from you the end of April.  I thank God, too, for the blessings He has 
provided me through the support and kindness many of you show me throughout 
the year.  Thank you! 
 

THANK YOU FROM ELVIN & BEV STOTTLEMYER… A SPECIAL “THANK YOU” to 
woodcutters Gene Delauter, Rick Funk, Robert Lee Grossnickle, Scott Grossnickle, 
Glenn Lantz, Kevin Leatherman, Marion Leatherman, Tim Osbaugh, Alan Spade, Scott Stottlemyer, Andy 
Williamson, and Zene Wolfe.  We had a huge ash tree that had died and the guys came and cut, split, and 
stacked the wood and cleaned up the brush.  We were also blessed to be able to deliver a truckload of wood to 
a needy family in our community.  A good time was had by all. 
 

(More NOTES OF THANKS on next page.) 
 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… We offer heartfelt sympathy to family & friends of the 
following individuals on their recent death. 

 

Lawrence Elmo Keller, Jr. – April 29, 2021 

Randy N. Langdon – May 23, 2021 

  

 
OUR CONGRATULATIONS TO…  
 

Carrie & Dustin Dedrick on the birth of their son, Gabriel Elias Dedrick, on Friday, April 30, 2021.  
Maternal grandparents are Tina & Alan Spade.  Maternal great-grandparents are Betty & Robert 
Lee Grossnickle. 

 

  

 
CELEBRATION OF LIFE… 
 

On June 27, 2021 between 2:00pm–6:00pm there will be a Celebration of Life for 
Aubrey Thomasson at the home of Helen Thomasson, 21912 Martin Circle, 
Hagerstown, MD.  Please bring a covered dish to share.  
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MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT DISASTER RESPONSE 

PATRON ADS AND AUCTION DONATIONS 
 

Sign up during mid-June to mid-July to place a Patron Ad in the 2021 Disaster Response 
Auction booklet.  Your support will enable our District’s disaster ministry to provide 
assistance to disaster victims.  Individual or family “patron ads” may be placed by 
Grossnickle COB members and friends. “Patron” contributions start at $10.  Names of 
contributors will be listed in the booklet.  Look for the sign-up sheet located on the table in 
the narthex.  Please sign up by Sunday, July 18 so we can meet the deadline.  Make 
checks payable to: Grossnickle COB, “for auction patron”.  Questions?  Contact the church 
office, 301-293-9516. 

 

Also, you can help disaster victims by contributing auction items such as antiques, valuable crafts, framed artwork, 
collectible toys, gift baskets, and fine woodworking.  To donate, call Jeff McKee, 443-547-5958, or email a photo 
with description to auctionbooklet@comcast.net by July 30 to have your donation published in the booklet. 
 

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend the Auction on Saturday, November 13, 2021. 

  
 

A very different experience for NOAC 2021 is being planned for September 6-10, 2021. Due 
to the current pandemic, this will be an online event. All registrants will be able to connect 
to the daily livestream Bible study, keynote speakers, workshops, and worship services. 
You will also be able to access recordings of these sessions. Costs are less since the event 
will not be onsite; however, we still depend on your registration fees to provide a 

meaningful conference.  The fee for an individual is $100, for a couple the fee is $150. Registration is now open.  
Register online at www.brethren.org/NOAC.  If you need a paper registration form, please contact Randi at 1-
800-323-8039, ext. 303 or NOAC@brethren.org. 
 

 

ADDITIONAL NOTES OF THANKS 

Dear Grossnickle Church of the Brethren: 
 

In 2020 Brethren Disaster Ministries celebrates 60 years of 
disaster ministry funded through the Emergency Disaster 
Fund and 40 years of Children’s Disaster Services caring for 
children affected by disasters.  We also rejoice in the ability 
to adapt to the challenges and opportunities presented by 
the COVID-19 pandemic…  The BDM Rebuilding program 
developed new safety protocols which enabled it to open 
new sites beginning in July. 
 

In addition, BDM supported the work of partners 
responding to the record-breaking Atlantic hurricane season 
and other disasters around the world, as well as continuing 
our support for our Nigerian sisters and brothers through 
the Nigeria Crisis Response. 
 

Thank you for joining us in our efforts through your 
donation.  Your financial support, advocacy and prayers 
bring hope and healing as together we share God’s love 
through service to others. 
 

In Christ, 
Roy Winter 

Executive Director, Service Ministries –  
Brethren Disaster Ministries 

mailto:auctionbooklet@comcast.net
http://www.brethren.org/NOAC
mailto:NOAC@brethren.org
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SHEPHERD’S SPRING NEWS 
16869 Taylors Landing Road • Sharpsburg, Maryland 21782 

301- 223-8193 • www.shepherdsspring.org 
Camp Representative for GCOB:  Brooke Smith 
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The next issue of The Dunker will be a 

combined issue containing July and August information.  
The deadline to submit articles and information for the 
July/August issue will be Monday, June 14, 2021. 
 

Articles and information for the September issue will be 
due Sunday, August 22, 2021. 
 

Questions?  Contact Secretary Kathie, 301-293-9516 or 
kathie.tucker@gcob.org. 

FYI… 

 

  JUNE 2021 Deacons of the Month:  Wanda & Fred Rudman   
 

 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

May 30 
 

May 31 
 

 

MEMORIAL DAY 

(observed) 

1 
 

2 

7p 

Outreach 
Commission mtg 

 

 

3 
 

4 
 

 

5 
 

9:30-11a & 

2:30-4p 

Pastoral Candidate 

Q&A Sessions 

6      
 

“My 2¢ for Hunger”  
 

9-10a / 10:30a 

Pastoral Candidate 

Q&A / Sermon 

7 
 

 

8 

 
9 

 

 

10 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

 12 

8:30a 

Adopt-a-Road 
cleanup 

13 
 

3p 

Growing Project’s 
Blessing of the Seed  

(11720 Wolfsville Rd) 

14 
 

Jul/Aug  

Newsletter 
deadline 

 

 

15 
 

 

16 
 

 

17 
 

18 

 

19 

8a-2p 

e-Cycle Drive 

(PH Parking Lot) 

 

20 
 

 

21 
 

 

22 

 

23 
 

 

 

24 
 

25 
 

 

26 

 

27 
 

12:30p 

Church Picnic 

(Catoctin Fish & 
Game Club) 

28 
 

 

29 

 

30 
 

 

 

Jul 1 
 

 

Jul 2 
 

 

Jul 3 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary (and in the church parking lot by radio) 

A recording of the worship service will be made available by email and on Facebook on Sunday afternoons. 
 

GENERAL IN-OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Sandi – Tuesdays-Wednesdays-Thursdays from 9am-2pm 

Secretary Kathie – Tuesdays-Wednesdays-Thursdays from 8am-4pm 

Secretary Kathie off 

Secretary Kathie off 

Church of the Brethren Annual Conference ▪ June 30-July 4 ▪ VIRTUAL 

 

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP 
 

The 2021 Flower Chart is posted on 
the hallway bulletin board.  If you 
would like to provide flowers to be 
displayed on the communion table 
during Sunday morning worship, 
please signup now.   
 

A message indicating the person(s) you are honoring 
or remembering can be submitted to the Church 
Office or to kathie.tucker@gcob.org no later than 
Wednesday prior to the date the flowers will be 
provided.  Questions?  Contact the church office. 

mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org


The Dunker, June 2021 Page 11 
 

PRAYING IN THE “IN-BETWEEN” TIME… JUNE 2021 
 

Insert image of calendar from SER 
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    Sandi Evans Rogers, Interim Pastor 
 

SUNDAY FAMILY WORSHIP HOUR 
10:30 am (sanctuary) 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday – Wednesday – Thursday 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Tue-Wed-Thu  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Phone – 301-293-9516 
Church Secretary – Kathie Tucker 

 

Website – http://www.gcob.org 
Email:  office@gcob.org  

pastorsandi.gcob@gmail.com 
kathie.tucker@gcob.org 

Please submit news items for the Jul/Aug 2021 issue 
of The Dunker no later than Monday, June 14. Thank 
you! 

 

GIVING THROUGH TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

(2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 

Offerings to GCOB can be presented in the following ways: 
Offering plate – Cash and checks may be placed in the 
offering plate during worship and Sunday school. 
Online – Visit www.gcob.org and click on DONATE. 
Mail – Send checks to Grossnickle COB, P.O. Box 575, 
Myersville, MD 21773.  Indicate “offering” on check. 
 

Make checks payable to “Grossnickle COB.”  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.gcob.org/
mailto:pastorsandi.gcob@gmail.com
mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
http://www.gcob.org/

