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--  --  LLEENNTT--  --  

 As we enter February, we enter Lent as well.  It is a very special and 
tender season for those of us who follow Jesus.  A time when we are invited 
to join Him as, together, we walk toward the pain of the cross and the 
celebration of the resurrection.  
 

 Lent is a season of preparation - a time of remembrance… of sacrifice 
and self-denial.  It’s all for the purpose of setting aside time, for fine-tuning 
our focus on Jesus – His suffering, His sacrifice, His life, His death, burial 
and resurrection. 

 

 During this season, which lasts six weeks [40 days – Sundays are excluded, they are considered 
“little Easters” as we worship and celebrate Jesus together], we are invited to become more intentional in 
the work of self-examination and reflection on our own lives and our life walking with Jesus.  This season 
of self-examination and reflection is an opportunity to allow the Holy Spirit to speak to us and reveal where 
we are missing the mark and how we might ‘repent’, make a change in our lives and relationship. 
 

 In order to prepare, those who choose to participate in an intentional Lenten season often make a 
commitment to fast, or to give up something; a habit, such as smoking, watching TV, a social media tool, 
swearing, or food or drink, such as sweets, chocolate, coffee. This ‘giving up’ is to be a reminder to focus 
during this season.  
 

 Another way to enhance reflection is for participants to add a Lenten discipline into their rhythm, 
such as reading the Bible, participating in a Lenten study, service, or spending more time in prayer to 
draw nearer to God. The purpose of these spiritual disciplines is to strengthen faith and help nurture a 
closer relationship with God. 
 

 The significance of the 40-day period of Lent is based on two episodes of spiritual testing in the 
Bible: the 40 years of wilderness wanderings by the Israelites after the exodus from Egypt (Num. 33:38 
and Deut. 1:3) and the Temptation of Jesus after he spent 40 days fasting in the wilderness (Matt. 4:1-
11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13).  
 

 Ash Wednesday marks the start of the season of Lent, and is recognized with a service where 
ashes are distributed by lightly rubbing the sign of the cross with those ashes onto foreheads. This 
tradition is meant to identify the faithful with Jesus Christ.  In the Bible, ashes are a symbol of repentance 
and death. This year we will host a simple Virtual Ash Wednesday Service on February 17.   
 

 There is no one right way to participate in the season of Lent. We are each encouraged to find our 
own method of confronting our sinfulness, and giving thanks for the gift of salvation we receive through 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This year I want to invite you to make this Lenten season 
remarkable in your spiritual journey.  May we each find ways to prepare our hearts and souls for the 
amazing celebration we have the privilege of joining on Easter morning! 
 

Embracing the Journey, 
Pastor Sandi 
  

https://www.thoughtco.com/book-of-exodus-701144
https://www.thoughtco.com/temptation-of-jesus-bible-story-summary-700067
https://www.thoughtco.com/gospel-of-mark-701054
https://www.thoughtco.com/gospel-of-luke-701053


The Dunker, February 2021 Page 2 
 

‘WARM WINTER WORSHIP’ SERIES CONTINUES INTO FEBRUARY 
 
We will continue to enjoy warm winter worship together from our homes on February 7 and 14 as Pastor 
Sandi preaches fireside from her living room.  Worship leaders will invite us to worship and gather us in prayer 
from their homes. Interviews continue with some more sweet folks in our family of faith. 
 

In this special worship focus Pastor Sandi will continue teaching us the significance of sharing Life with 
One Another.  We will look at two more of the “One Anothers” that we are called to live out in our life 
together in the community of the family of faith…and in becoming Jesus in our neighborhood. 
 
 

     February 7 FORGIVE One Another Colossians 3:13; Ephesians 4:2, 32 
     February 14 LOVE One Another John 13:34-35; John 15:12; 1 John 4:11 
 

 

FEBRUARY 7TH IS THE 2021 SOUPER BOWL OF CARING!! 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring was started by a church youth group 30 years ago, 
and through the years has collected over $163 Million. GCOB will continue with 
our tradition of receiving monetary donations to be given to non-profits 
designated by the Outreach Committee for this great cause during “Super Bowl 
Sunday” (February 7th).  Your EXTRA GIVING will help local families this year 
through the Food Pantry at Salem United Methodist Church and the Middletown 
Valley People Helping People.  

 

Please join us in early February by writing an extra check or making an on-line offering at www.gcob.org; 
either way please include “Souper Bowl” in the memo line!  
 

Salem United Methodist Church Food Pantry is open every Tuesday evening from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
servicing people with a Myersville, Smithsburg and Sabillasville address. For more information, contact: 
Jennifer Gormer, phone 301-667-9509 or email jgormer74@hotmail.com. 
 

Middletown Valley People Helping People (MVPHP) serves residents of all ages that live in Braddock 
Heights, Middletown, Myersville, Wolfsville, and other local communities. For more information, contact 
MVPHP by phone (301) 371-3119 or email mvphpmd@gmail.com. 

 

WORSHIP PLANS UPDATE 
 
The Church Board met recently and decided to continue with virtual worship until March 28th. As the 
number of cases and hospitalizations due to COVID-19 continue to rise in both Maryland and Frederick 
County, the Board feels that we need to be proactive to best ensure the safety of our congregation. The 
Board believes extended virtual worship allows time for the vaccine rollout and vaccinations to continue. 
Your continued support through our virtual worship services is appreciated. However, as much as we try, 
gathering indoors still poses a greater risk at the present time. 
 

The Church Board will make a decision about future services, including Easter, later in March and will 
communicate that information through the normal channels, including newsletter and email. 
 

The video for each week’s worship service will be made available by Sunday morning via email link and 
the Grossnickle Church of the Brethren Facebook page. Continue to monitor communication as the Board 
discusses Lent, Love Feast, etc. through a virtual format. 
 

The Church Board is grateful for your cooperation, continued patience, and understanding as we work 
together through this challenging time. 

  

mailto:mvphpmd@gmail.com
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ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP - FEBRUARY 17TH 

 
Ash Wednesday marks the start of the Lenten season. A service where ashes are 
distributed by lightly rubbing the sign of the cross with those ashes onto foreheads is often 
the way the beginning of Lent is recognized. The ashes are a symbol of repentance and 
death. So, this tradition is meant to allow Jesus’ followers to identify with Him through His 
suffering.   
 
This year we will be hosting a virtual service on Ash Wednesday, February 17th.  Designed 

to be contemplative and reflective in nature, this will be a simple service to recognize where we are, an 
opportunity for confession as we enter into Lent.  
 

SERMON-BASED SMALL GROUP BEGINS IN FEBRUARY 
Wednesday evenings @ 7:00 pm beginning February 24th 

 
As we enter into Lent, Pastor Sandi will begin an online small group experience for anyone who might be 
interested. Our gatherings will center upon a discussion about the text and teachings from the previous 
Sunday’s message.   
 

Our SBSG will be an opportunity to gather together through Zoom for discussions and conversations that may 
lead to spiritual growth and deepen the fellowship for all who choose to participate. 
 

Not only will we spend time reviewing, discussing and going deeper into the teachings of last Sunday’s 
message, we will have an opportunity to share personal reflection and application.  An opportunity to ask 
questions and offer personal insights.  
 

Each week as the worship service is shared there will also be a SBSG worksheet offering either additional 
scriptures, questions to ponder or prompts that might prod hearts and minds. A little preparation if you choose. 
 

Our hope is that this small group experience might become a space where we can share life together with 
Jesus and One Another.  
 

AROUND THE TABLE: CONVERSATION STARTERS 
 
Over the past several months we have spent A LOT of time together with our families.  It has been a joy, and a 
challenge as well.  Sometimes we talk with one another, a lot, but don’t always listen well to one another. 
 

Around the Table: Conversations Starters is a resource for GCOB families that can encourage deeper and 
more intentional conversation around the table.  Asking a question or sharing a prompt, allows each one in the 
family to share their answer as everyone listens, encouraging openness and authentic sharing.  The hope is that 
this experience will deepen understanding within your family. 
 

We have sets that include directions, two jars and ‘conversation starters’ that are available at church in the 
breezeway.  You can pick up a set at church at you convenience.  We can also email you the directions and 
sheets of ‘conversation starters’ so you can create your own set.   
 

CANCELLATION 
 

Due to the COVID Virus, Frederick School of Religion classes for 2021 have been cancelled.  Additional 

information is available in a letter (November 6, 2020) posted on FSR’s website. 

  

https://www.frederickschoolofreligion.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Notice-of-no-2021.pdf
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PARENTS’ NITE-IN 
 

In the midst of the pandemic parents are finding it challenging to find time for themselves. Making that 
space has been, and is, hard in this season.  It is still very important to build a strong family that can 
flourish in the midst of a pandemic, especially when we find ourselves on top of each other more than 
ever before.  A healthy marriage is the foundation of a strong and faithful family.  We want to offer ideas 
that have the opportunity of enriching your relationship together.   
 

Some “events” will be simple ideas for how to be intentional in focusing on one another.  For other 
“events” we might offer a little ‘gift’* that we hope will enhance your time together.  When the ‘gifts’ are 
offered, you will be able to pick them up in the church breezeway and have it available for when you 
chose to experience your Parents’ Nite-In during the month. 
 

February Date Night… February, the month where we think of love….Valentines are often shared, notes of love 
and affection, favorite treats and sweets…chocolate, cookies, jerky, and other special snacks.  So, this month 
with our Parents’ Nite-In we hope to provide an idea to encourage you to do just that. 
 

*For this month you are invited to pick up a little gift in the church breezeway after February 1st to enhance 
your time together. 
 

Hosted by the Christian Education Commission 

 

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

In early January the search committee met to discuss our interview protocol and possible interview 
questions. The committee has finalized the procedure for how we will ask and respond to questions and 
what questions will be asked. Gene Hagenberger, MAD Executive, has provided the committee with 7 
pastor profiles to review. The profile is approximately 18 pages long. The committee is now reviewing the 
profile to see if we would like to call any candidates for a first round interview.  If a pastor is called for an 
interview it will most likely occur the beginning to end of February.  
 

As a review of the process, if the committee feels we have a strong candidate(s) we would invite 
him/her/them for a second round interview. After there is a successful second round interview, candidate(s) 
traditionally are invited to GCOB for a weekend. This would be a weekend of meet and greets, meeting with 
church leadership, a meal and finally preaching on Sunday. The committee is working with Gene 
Hagenberger on what that can look like if we continue to have Covid-19 restrictions. When we get to that 
phase of the calling we will work to ensure all GCOB members have a voice in the decision. The pastoral 
process is a transparent process, please see a committee member at any time if you have questions.  
 

Thank you for your continued support and prayers, 
Dave Doyle, Ryan Harshman, Patty Hurwitz, Catherine Mahoney, Danny Rumpf, Brooke Smith, and Myralee Wiles 

 

CHURCH FAMILY UPDATES 
 

  Our Christian Sympathy 
 

Heartfelt sympathy to the family & friends of these individuals on their recent death … 

Helen Harshman - December 19, 2020 

Florence Ropp - December 20, 2020 

Kevin Frushour - December 28, 2020 

Sharon Byer - January 2021 - friend of David and Sandi Rogers 
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NOTES OF THANKS 
 

THANK YOU FROM SECRETARY KATHIE… Thank you for the various ways you expressed 
the joy and love of Christmas to me through cards, email messages, and gifts.  Additionally, the 
love and support offered through the “GCOB Office Angels” who assisted with or took on some 
projects to help keep things flowing while I was off after Christmas is appreciated so much.  And, a 

special thanks to all who are always just a phone call or email away when support is needed in some way.  May 
God bless you richly as you have blessed me and so many others. 
 

THANK YOU FROM WOLFSVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FAMILIES & STAFF…  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends at Grossnickle Church of the Brethren:  Thank you so much for your generosity during the holiday season.  
The gift cards for our families were much needed and so appreciated.  It’s comforting to know that Wolfsville 
Elementary has such strong community partnerships with organizations such as Grossnickle Church of the 
Brethren.  Happiest of holiday wishes for everyone there.  And thank you again!  Sincerely, Mr. T. (Chris Tressler), 
School Counselor 
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  FEBRUARY   2021 Deacon of the Month:  Myralee Wiles   
 

 

 

AUDIO RECORDINGS OF WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

With the change from in-person to virtual services at the beginning of 2021, an 
audio CD of our weekly worship services is once again available to those in our 
congregation who do not have online access to the videos of the service each 
week.  Audio CDs may be picked up at church or mailed out to those who 
request it.  Please contact the church office if you are interested in receiving an 
audio CD each week.  In addition, if you would like a CD and do not have a 
working CD player that is available in your home, please contact the Deacon 
Chair, Cathie Clemson. 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Jan 31 
 

Blue New Year 
Virtual Service 

1 
 

 

 

 

2 
 

 

 

 

3 
 

 

 

 

4 
 

 

 

 

5 
 

 

 

 

6 

 

7 
“Souper Bowl of 
Caring” offering 

 

8 
 

 

9 

 

10 
 

11 
7p 

Deacons meeting 

 

 

12 
 

 

 

 

 13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

March Newsletter 
deadline 

16 
  

17 ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

7p 

Ash Wednesday 
Worship (virtual)  

18 

 

19 

 

20 
 

 

21 

 

 

   

22 
 

 

23 

 

24 
7p 

Sermon-Based Small 
Group (Zoom) 

 

25 
 

26 
 

 

27 

 

28 
Easter flower    
orders due 

Mar 1 
 

 

Mar 2 
 

 

Mar 3 
7p 

Sermon-Based Small 
Group (Zoom) 

Mar 4 Mar 5 Mar 6 

 

 

Notes 

 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP 

A recording of the virtual service 
will be made available by email 
and on Facebook each week on 
Sunday morning. 

 

GENERAL IN-OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Sandi - Tuesdays from 9am-4pm   •   Secretary Kathie - Tuesdays from 8am-4pm 

MODIFIED IN-OFFICE SCHEDULES: Secretary Kathie will be working from home Wednesdays and Thursdays, while Pastor 
Sandi will work from home Mondays, Wednesdays, & Thursdays.  Arrangements may be made on an as needed basis to meet 
at or access the church buildings.  Kathie will monitor for phone messages between 8am-4pm on Wednesdays & Thursdays. 
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PRAYING IN THE “IN-BETWEEN” TIME… FEBRUARY 2021 
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    Sandi Evans Rogers, Interim Pastor 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
9:30 am (sanctuary) & 11:00 am (parish hall) 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday – Wednesday – Thursday 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Tue-Wed-Thu  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Phone – 301-293-9516 
Church Secretary – Kathie Tucker 

 

Website – http://www.gcob.org 
Email:  office@gcob.org  

pastorsandi.gcob@gmail.com 
kathie.tucker@gcob.org 

Please submit news items for the March 2021 issue 
of The Dunker no later than Monday, February 15.  
Thank you! 

 

GIVING THROUGH TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

(2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 

Offerings to GCOB can be presented in the following ways: 
Offering plate – Cash and checks may be placed in the 
offering plate during worship and Sunday school. 
Online – Visit www.gcob.org and click on DONATE. 
Mail – Send checks to Grossnickle COB, P.O. Box 575, 
Myersville, MD 21773.  Indicate “offering” on check. 
 

Make checks payable to “Grossnickle COB.”  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gcob.org/
mailto:pastorsandi.gcob@gmail.com
mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
http://www.gcob.org/

