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“Getting to know you…”  
 

About fifteen years ago I felt like I was moving into a 
season of restlessness in ministry, and sought to discern 
what Abba was trying to let me know.  What would be “next” 
for me in living out His ministry calling?  A coach helped me 
to reflect once again on who I was in this season of life - 
what were my gifts, what experiences did I have that might 
provide fertile soil for God’s next steps, and what within me 
might provide motivation to move forward to use God’s best 
gifts in me for His Kingdom purposes.   
 

Working together with my trusted coach over several 
sessions we discerned…So, what motivates me? “Being 
chosen to lead a team and entrusted to nurture others to 
grow (and discover their spiritual gifts) and to use my spiritual gifts (teaching, counseling, 
planning/organizing, learning, problem-solving, providing resources, encouraging, using creativity, serving, 
helping and seeking to do excellent work) to bring them together, watch them grow, create something new 
and encourage an active response.” 
 

I didn’t understand that fully then…but now I believe I do.   I have come to discover that this describes 
Interim Ministry fairly well; a ministry for which I am wired and designed to live out in this season of my life. 
 

I am so very grateful for the opportunity to walk with the Grossnickle family of faith during this special 
season.  God has a plan for you and my prayer is that together we can ready GCOB to live into that plan 
and prepare for her next Pastor.  Certainly, along the way we will get to know each other better… ask each 
other questions, probe, ponder, reflect, discern and have deep conversations as we seek God’s will.  All of 
which will allow us to draw nearer to Abba, and allow us to live a wee bit more like Jesus. I can’t wait to 
see what He has in mind…as we walk through this season of transition together.  
 

So, to get us toward knowing each other a wee bit better…I have been married to a great guy, David, for 
36 years.  Meeting in Nashville, we have been richly blessed in both our personal, professional and 
ministry lives together.   Our two sons, Jesse, 32 and Reed, 31, now live in Colorado once again.  We 
have a sweet cat named Simba and recently rescued a lively Lab mix pup named Buddy. Life in Frederick 
has been good for us for the last 12 years after living in Northern Virginia the decade before.   And, by the 
way, I have a keen fondness for a little rodent named Mickey Mouse and the creativity of his creator Walt. 
Perhaps you’ll see him with me often. 
 

Personally, I have a deep passion to live more radically for Jesus every day.  To reflect on His words (the 
red letters) and His actions…how He lived each day and how He invited us to do as He did.  I seek to 
reflect His love and grace to all His followers and I’m grateful for the journey He invited me on as a 
pastor/minister.  My heart’s desire is to draw closer to Him each and every day…nurturing a tender and 
personal relationship. I have a deep love for building community in the body of Christ…even in the midst 
of a pandemic.  And, now, look forward to a time we can have table fellowship together at GCOB soon.  
Blessings as we enter this season of discernment. 
 

Joy for the Journey, Pastor Sandi 
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OCTOBER WORSHIP UPDATE 
 
The Church Board has decided to follow the 
guidance of the Mid-Atlantic District and 
continue to hold worship services outdoors 
through the month of October.  Worship start 
time for October will return to 10:30 AM due to 
anticipated cooler mornings. 
 
In the event that outdoor worship services are 
canceled due to inclement weather, the 
congregation can receive notification of that by 
Saturday afternoon through email, Facebook, 
website, and updates to the church’s answering machine.  As a reminder, if you would like your email 
address to be added to the church’s distribution list, please contact Kathie Tucker at 
kathie.tucker@gcob.org or call the church office. 
 
The Board will reassess the location and start time of worship services for November by mid-October 
and will plan to communicate an update in the November newsletter. 
 

 

OCTOBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Join us for Outdoor Worship at 9:30 am on Sundays in October.  Pastor Gene and Pastor Sandi are 
planning to share the following messages.  Video recordings of these services will be available 
Sunday afternoons by email and on our Facebook page. 
 
October 4 On Forgiving and Perhaps Forgetting Matthew 18:8-16 Gene Hagenberger 

October 11 Orchards of Blue Apples Matthew 7:7-11 Gene Hagenberger 

October 18 Hello and Goodbye Psalm 90 (Text v. 12) Gene Hagenberger 

October 25 The Masks We Wear John 8: 2-9; 2 Timothy 1:1-6 Sandi Evans Rogers 

 
 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

The first Sunday of October is World Communion 
Sunday—a call for Christians around the world, of all 
backgrounds and theological traditions, to remember that 
we are, in fact, all one in Christ and that the table from 
which we receive is God’s table, not our own.  During the 
10:30 am worship service on Sunday, October 4, we will 
receive the Bread and Cup, but in a slightly different 
manner.  Please come and partake. 
 

Whenever we receive the broken Bread and poured Cup 
we proclaim, “One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all…” (Ephesians 4:5).  All are 
welcome at the Table of the Lord! 
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2020 Growing Project 

Harvest Celebration 

Sunday, October 18 @ 3:00 pm 

Growing Project Farm 

11720 Wolfsville Road, Myersville, MD 21773 

 

 

Please join us as we celebrate the Harvest with a  

 Service of Thanksgiving @ 3:00 pm. 

Max Finberg, CEO of Growing Hope Globally, will deliver the meditation. 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE… 

Due to COVID19, the other activities of the 

Festival will not take place this year. 

Masks and social distancing will be required. 
 

 

 

During 2020 we are supporting a program in COLOMBIA called the SINCELEJO MONTES DE 

MARIA.  Located in one of the regions of Colombia that was most affected by the conflict and 

violence of the early 2000s, this program focuses on increasing food security through improved 

agricultural practices and peace building. Activities include agricultural training, community 

organizing, improving access to markets, and advocacy for victims of violence and displacement. 

 
 

ALUMINUM CANS NEEDED . . . Our Growing Project needs your clean, empty 

aluminum cans.  Please drop off aluminum cans in the “Field of Hope” recycle bin 

beside the Parish Hall.  The cans will be recycled for cash to support the Growing 

Project.  THANK YOU! 
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CONGREGATIONAL CHATS WITH PASTOR SANDI 
 

SUNDAY: Sunday, October 4 @ 12:00 pm 

DAY: Thursday, October 8 @ 6:30 pm 

Chats will last approximately 1.5 – 2 hours. 

 
There are two more opportunities for you to join Pastor Sandi in a 
conversation…a CHAT about life together here at GCOB. Pastor Sandi wants 
to listen as you share about how you believe you and GCOB are living out the desire to be a ‘Great 
Commission Church’. Loving God with all your hearts, minds, souls, strength and loving your 
neighbors (near and far) as yourself. 
 
While we are still living in the midst of a pandemic…we will enter into this conversation safely through 
Zoom.  There will be no more than 15 folks per conversation to allow the group to share, listen and 
reflect together with real authenticity and some vulnerability about where we are.  This conversation 
will help us discover and explore where the family of faith of GCOB is now, in preparation to discern 
where God might be calling her in the months and years ahead. 
 
Simply email, pastorsandi.gcob@gmail.com, or text her at 703-623-2138, to let her know you are in 
and which of these two dates best suite your schedule. The day before the conversation she will send 
you a Zoom invitation to join her and others of your family of faith. 
 
As we move forward, we will look for a possible opportunity for a socially distancing mask-to-mask 
“Chat” as well.  If that is an option you might be interested in, please contact Pastor Sandi and when 
we feel we can do that safely she will be in contact with you. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Pastor Sandi who is excited about the Journey we are on 
together.   
 
 

FALL FOOD PANTRY DRIVE “… for I was hungry and you gave me food…”   (Matthew 25:35) 

 

We will receive donations of food on Sunday, October 18 to help 
supplement the food pantry at Salem United Methodist Church 
(Wolfsville).  The food pantry supports individuals and families in 
Myersville, Smithsburg and Sabillasville. 
  
We encourage you to donate shelf-stable foods.  (Please check the 
expiration date to be sure the dates are still current.)  Items could include:  
ketchup, mayo, hamburger helper, rice/pasta pouches, dish soap, paper 
towels, shampoo and toothpaste.  Items they distribute a lot include canned 
meals like beef stew, spaghetti-o's, soups, vienna sausages, spam, etc. 
and canned vegetables and fruits.  Grocery gift cards are also useful. 

 
Thank you for supporting this effort.  If you know of someone in need of food assistance, please ask 
them to contact the church office, 301-293-9516, or speak with Outreach Commission chairperson, 
Diane Moser. 
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE UPDATE 
 
District Conference 2020 has been cancelled.  However, there are two agenda items normally 
handled by a vote of the delgate body at District Conference – affirmation of the ballot and approval of 
the budget.  A ballot has been put together for delegate approval and has been received and 
distributed to our 2020 delegates: Diane Moser, Glenn Lantz, Ryan Harshman and Pastor Sandi.  
Delegates have also received a budget to review for approval.  Delegate ballots are due to the church 
office no later than Sunday, October 4. 
 

The 2021 Conference will be held October 8 & 9, 2021 at the Frederick Church of the Brethren.  The 
theme will still be based on 1 Corinthians 13. 
 

PASTORAL SEARCH UPDATE 
 

I wanted to provide another brief update to the congregation on our 
pastoral search committee. 
 

The search committee members have been finalized at this time. 
The committee’s first meeting is being scheduled. Expect to receive 
further details as the committee begins their work in the months to 
come! 
 

Submitted by Scott Grossnickle, Board Chair 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO NOVEMBER 
 
GROWING PROJECT FUNDRAISER… Come to CHIPOTLE (997 West 
Patrick Street, Frederick) on Sunday, November 1st between 4pm and 8pm 
for dinner and support the Myersville Area Growing Project.  To make sure 
that 33% of the proceeds will be donated to this effort, bring the flyer 
included at the end of this newsletter and present it to the cashier (or show 
it on your smartphone).  See additional details noted on the flyer.  
 

During 2020, The Growing Project is supporting a program in Columbia 
called the SINCELEJO MONTES DE MARIA. 
  
 

ADVENT…is COMING…!  Okay, Fall is just here…but Pastor Sandi is 
looking forward to Advent that is right around the corner…beginning 
November 29th. 
 

This year in worship we will reflect on Mary’s Journey of Light; walking 
with Mary through the Christmas story this year finding new meaning for 
yourself along her journey. 
 

Pastor Sandi will host an Advent Study on Adam Hamilton’s new study , 
Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas , where he 
examines the names of Christ used by the gospel writers, exploring the 
historical and personal significance of his birth. 

 

Watch for information in next month’s newsletter about how you can participate.  
  

Transition 
News 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE 
 

Preparations are underway for a 2021 Church Directory.  So, please take a moment 
to check the 2018 Directory to be sure your information is current.  If you have 
moved, have a new phone number, have had changes to your family status (births, 
deaths, children have moved out, etc.), and/or you no longer have a landline, 
please provide the current information to the church office no later than Tuesday, 
October 27, 2020.  Please note that cell numbers will be listed only if there is no 
landline available. 
 

Updates can be emailed to kathie.tucker@gocb.org or delivered to the church office (please print clearly).  
Or, you may write updates on the 2018 Directory that is on the narthex table.  Please use the red ink pen 
that is with the directory.  Questions?  Contact the church office. 
 

 

EMAIL DISTRIBUTION LISTS & EMAIL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
During this time of transition, and time of sending more communications through email, we want to be sure 
you are receiving the electronic communications that are being shared.  To be added to any or all of the 
following email distribution lists, please notify the church office at kathie.tucker@gcob.org or 301-293-9516.  
Be sure to indicate which of the distributions you wish to be added to: 
 

▪ Worship Service Video – recording of Sunday worship (sent Sundays afternoon/evening) 

▪ Weekend Email Blast – includes worship information and weekend happenings (sent Saturday afternoon) 

▪ Newsletter Availability – notification that monthly newsletter has been posted to the website (sent end of month) 

 

 

CELEBRATION CORNER 
PHOTO GALLERY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER AT-A-GLANCE 
 

    4 – “My 2-cents” Offering 

    4 – World-wide Communion Sunday 

    4 – Congregational Chat (Zoom), noon-2pm 

    8 – Congregational Chat (Zoom), 6:30-8:30 pm 

 13 – James Gang meeting 

 15 – November newsletter articles/info due 

 15 – Church Board meeting 

 18 – Fall Food Pantry 

 18 – Growing Project’s Harvest Celebration 

 27 – Church Directory updates due 

 

The Rock Ministry (above) welcomed our interim 

pastors during a couple weeks in September. 

mailto:kathie.tucker@gocb.org
mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
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NOTES OF THANKS 
 

THANK YOU FROM SALEM UMC… Thank you for your contribution ($150.00) to 
the Salem United Methodist Church – Wolfsville for the Food Pantry.  Thank you! 
William Burrier, Treasurer 
 

THANK YOU… Notes of thanks and appreciation have been received for 
donations made to Church World Service (for blankets), Church of the Brethren 

(for Core Mission & Ministry) and Church of the Brethren (for Global Food Initiative). 
 

CHURCH FAMILY UPDATES 
 

Our Congratulations to… 
 

Seth & Kristie Delauter on the birth of Drex Daniel Delauter, August 24, 2020; 8 lbs 12 oz; 
21 inches.  His big sister is Charlee.  Paternal grandparents are Dan & Pepper Delauter.  
Paternal great-grandfather is Charles Delauter. 
 

Clay & Katie Delauter on the birth of Silas James Delauter, August 30, 2020; 8 lbs 6 oz; 
19.5 inches.  His big brother is Levi.  Paternal grandparents are Dan & Pepper Delauter.  Paternal great-
grandfather is Charles Delauter. 
 

Our Christian Sympathy to… 
 

Randy & Jeanine Harshman on the death of Randy’s father, Robert Lee Harshman, August 
24, 2020. 
 

The family of Aubrey Thomasson on his death, August 31, 2020. 
 

 

FUNDING REQUEST FROM FAHRNEY KEEDY 
 

Robin Covell, Chaplain for Fahrney Keedy, is asking for help funding PPE supplies needed for 
residents and direct care staff and for other expenses related to the COVID pandemic.  If sending a 
check, please indicate “PPE donation” in the memo.  If you have questions, you may contact Robin, 
301-671-5008 or rcovell@fkhv.org, or Becky Musser, Director of Community Engagement, 301-671-5024. 
 

 

SHEPHERD’S SPRING OUTDOOR MINISTRY CENTER 
 

Fall Family Retreats 
 

TWO WEEKENDS ONLY 

October 16-18 
October 30-November 1 

 
Call (301) 223-8193 to reserve a cabin and for more information  

or email info@shepherdsspring.org  
 

  

mailto:rcovell@fkhv.org
mailto:info@shepherdsspring.org
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    Gene Hagenberger, Interim Pastor, Preaching & Worship 
Sandi Evans Rogers, Interim Pastor, Pastoral Care 

 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP HOUR – 9:30 am 
 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday (Gene) & Thursday (Sandi)  

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Tue-Wed-Thu  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Phone – 301-293-9516 
Church Secretary – Kathie Tucker 

 

Website – http://www.gcob.org 
Email:  office@gcob.org  

MidAtlantic@brethren.org 
pastorsandi.gcob@gmail.com 

kathie.tucker@gcob.org 

Please submit news items for the November 2020 
issue of The Dunker no later than Thursday, 
October 15.  Thank you! 

 

GIVING THROUGH TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

(2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 

Offerings to GCOB can be presented in the following ways: 
Offering plate – Cash and checks may be placed in the 
offering plate during worship and Sunday school. 
Online – Visit www.gcob.org and click on DONATE. 
Mail – Send checks to Grossnickle COB, P.O. Box 575, 
Myersville, MD 21773.  Indicate “offering” on check. 
 

Make checks payable to “Grossnickle COB.”  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gcob.org/
mailto:MidAtlantic@brethren.org
mailto:pastorsandi.gcob@gmail.com
mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
http://www.gcob.org/

