
 

  

Grossnickle Church of the Brethren May 2020 
 
The month of May is usually full of activities in 
church, school and community. May 2020 will 
be much quieter than usual as we respond to 
the coronavirus. Still, God’s creation is 
blessing us with springtime, even as we 
continue to celebrate the Good News of Easter 
– that Christ is alive and goes before us. 
 

The Church Board, chaired by Scott 
Grossnickle, continues to monitor the 
situation, looking to guidance from elected 
officials and our District Executive, Gene 
Hagenberger. Pastors Tim and Donna will be 
posting a worship service each Sunday. 
Secretary Kathie Tucker continues with 
limited office hours and working from home.  
 

Thirty-five years ago this spring, Natalie Sleeth was writing the words and music of a song she called, 
“Hymn of Promise.” It expresses deep longing for meaning and hope and the trust that God does 
indeed see beyond this present age. 
 

In the bulb, there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a Spring that waits to be, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

There’s a song in ev’ry silence, seeking word and melody; 
There’s a dawn in ev’ry darkness, bringing hope to you and me.  

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity. 
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

Unrevealed until its season, something yet unknown, 
Which God alone can see. 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome, “In all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:37-39)    Let us 
live in that faith! 
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BLANKET SUNDAY 
 

Traditionally, Blanket Sunday has been held on Mother’s Day.  For 
many years Grossnickle Church has joined with other 
congregations and groups across the United States for this Church 
World Service blanket event with a goal of providing for people in 
need in the United States and across the world!  
 
This year the Outreach Commission invites you once again to 
consider supporting this tradition.  Monetary donations of $10.00 
per blanket will be gratefully accepted in honor of all special women 
in our lives including, our mothers, grandmothers, aunts, sisters, 
and wives who have nurtured us. 
  
To participate, please make checks payable to "Grossnickle Church 
of the Brethren" and indicate "for blankets" and mail to the church at 
P.O. Box 575, Myersville, MD  21773-0575. 
 
Thank you for participating in this worthy cause and in honoring all the women in our lives. If you have 
questions, please feel free to contact Diane Moser or the church office. 
 

MEMORIAL SUNDAY 
 

 
It is uncertain if we will be able to gather in person for our annual Memorial 

Sunday worship service to remember and celebrate members of our 

congregation, relatives of members, and persons in the community who have 

died since the last Memorial Remembrance.  However, we still ask that you 

submit names of loved ones that we will want to remember when possible. 

 

Names can be submitted to the church office at kathie.tucker@gcob.org or by 

calling 301-293-9516. 

 

GRADUATE SUNDAY 
 

Our annual Graduate Sunday worship service is generally held at the end 
of May.  At this time we are uncertain if this service can be held.  We may 
not be able to come together in person to recognize our graduates for their 
accomplishments, but we can be with them in spirit. 
 
Congratulations to the following students in our church family who will 
graduate from high school or college this spring: 
 

High School Graduates:  Jon Cornell and Carson Levitt 
 
College Graduates:  Sarah Bruchey, Christine (Kline) Hahn, Danny Rumpf, and Brenda Thomasson 

  
 

mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
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40TH ANNUAL MID-ATLANTIC DISASTER RESPONSE AUCTION 
 

The 2020 Mid-Atlantic Disaster Response Auction scheduled for the first Saturday in May has been 

postponed until further notice.     

 

NEWS FROM THE GROWING PROJECT 
 
The Growing Project committee is looking forward to another 
successful year in 2020, raising funds for Growing Hope Globally.  
This is our fifteenth year of working toward helping our brothers and 
sisters rise out of hunger and poverty.  We know we have made a real 
difference in the lives of many people around the globe.  Please 

continue to support the Growing Project through your prayers, donations, and presence at our events 
throughout the year. 
 

This year we will be supporting the Colombia Sincelejo Montes de Maria program.  Located in one 
of the regions of Colombia that was most affected by the conflict and violence of the early 2000’s, this 
program focuses on increasing food security through improved agricultural practices and peace 
building. Activities include agricultural training, community organizing, improving access to markets, 
and advocacy for victims of violence and displacement. 
 

Please note these 2020 Growing Project events on your calendar and plan to join us: 

Sunday, June 14 – Blessing of the Seed, 3:00 pm 
Sunday, October 18 – Harvest Celebration, 2:30 pm   
Look for announcements about restaurant fundraisers coming up this year.  Dates TBD.  

 

We are always grateful for corporate sponsors and individuals who sponsor an acre or portion of 
an acre on the Growing Project farm.  For more information please call the church office or Patty 
Hurwitz at 301-471-7810. 
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MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
 
Eight youth were received into membership through creek baptism on August 25, 2019.  These youth were interviewed for 

the New Members Dinner held in November 2019.  Interviews will be shared in The Dunker throughout the year.  In this 

issue we get to know a little more about the fifth of these eight newest members. 
 

KERI HORINE . . . Keri is the daughter of Scott and Kim Horine and 

a sister to her brother John. She lives with her family in Myersville. 
She is the granddaughter of Sharon Phillips and the great 
granddaughter of Ernest Leatherman.  She is also the granddaughter 
of Joann and John Horine.  
 
Keri is a junior at Middletown High School.  She plays the position of 
defender on the girls’ varsity soccer team. Her team won the 2019 
Central Maryland Conference title. They are the best team in 
Frederick County.  She also plays on the FC Frederick Club Soccer 
team.  At school, she is treasurer of the KEY Club. This is a student 
led service organization. She enjoys volunteering with the various 
community and county activities that the club participates in 
throughout the year.  
 
Keri’s favorite food is pasta---all kinds of pasta.  Her favorite all time 

movie is “The Notebook.” A place that Keri would like to visit is New Zealand.  She says that it is a 
beautiful country with lots of interesting activities and fun things to do. 
 
A favorite memory for Keri is the trip that she took with her FC Frederick Soccer Club team to Spain.  
They played soccer against many Spanish teams in Valencia and Madrid.  
 
Keri’s most memorable time at church is when she was baptized in Middle Creek by Pastor Donna. 
Her favorite Bible Story is The Easter Story.  She said that Jesus died for all of us to free us from our 
sins. 
 
Keri shared that being baptized means that she has devoted herself to Christ. She feels like she is 
now truly a member of Grossnickle Church of the Brethren. 
 
Keri became a member of our church on August 25, 2019 when she was baptized in Middle Creek. 
Keri, we welcome you into our church family and we look forward to serving Christ with you as part of 
Grossnickle Church of the Brethren. 
 
 

VBS CRAFTERS NEEDED 
 
CALLING ALL CRAFTERS:  We are looking for a new group of VBS arts 

and craft leaders to take over next year (2021).  Therefore, we are 

asking anyone interested to please let us know now so you can shadow 

or be in on planning meetings with this year's staff to get an idea of how 

and what needs to be done. 
 

If you are interested please contact Jeanine Harshman. 
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CELEBRATION CORNER PHOTO GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Celebration Corner is a collection of photos highlighting, with joy, events of the previous 

month or two.  This month we celebrate by sharing photos from March and April. 

 

The end of March the “temp” newsletter 
crew prepared the April newsletter for 
mailing (above left).  During April, some 
scenes from Holy Week were captured: 
Palm Sunday (above center); Pastor Tim 
was found in the catacombs preparing for 
the annual Good Friday monologue (above 
right); and, Easter flowers adorned the 
sanctuary in memory and honor of loved 
ones (right).  Other April scenes included 
tulips blooming (below left) – a sure sign of 
spring; the tech crew (Carl and Ethan) who 
are making it possible for us to view 
services during this time we are encouraged 
to stay at home (below center); and, Ethan 
recording Fertile Soil providing Special 
Music for worship (below right). 
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NOTE OF THANKS 
 

THANK YOU FROM PATSY & DEAN STINE… We want to express our thanks and 
appreciation for the many cards, phone calls, visits, and other acts of kindness 
expressed to us following the loss of Bill.  Also thanks to Pastors Tim and Donna for 
their special concern, support and service.  Please continue to keep us in prayer. 
 

CHURCH FAMILY UPDATES 
 

Our Christian Sympathy to… 
 

The family of Phyllis Agent on her death, January 2, 2020. 
 

Sharon & Marion Leatherman on the death of Sharon’s mother, Evelyn Reynold, 
March 29, 2020. 
 

Patty & Jeff Hurwitz on the death of Patty’s mother, Hazel Diehl, April 7, 2020. 
 

Danny & Kelly Rumpf on the death of Danny’s grandmother, Phyllis McConnell, April 11, 
2020 and Danny’s grandfather, Gerald McConnell, April 15, 2020. 
 

The family of Florence Doyle on her death, April 20, 2020. 
 

  
 

 

MAY AT-A-GLANCE 

3 – “My 2-cents” Offering 

10 – Mother’s Day and Blanket Sunday 

25 – Memorial Day (observed) 
 

 

SHEPHERD’S SPRING NEWS 
16869 Taylors Landing Road • Sharpsburg, Maryland 21782 • 301- 223-8193 • www.shepherdsspring.org 

Camp Representative for GCOB:  Doris Grossnickle 
 

SUMMER CAMPS… Get 20/20 Vision for God at CAMP!  This year Shepherd’s Spring has summer 
camps for ages 7 through 18 every week with age appropriate divisions for some activities.  A list of 
the 2020 camps and additional camp information can be found at https://www.shepherdsspring.org/.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

June 22-26, 2020 
6:30-8:30 pm 

 

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us 
for this year’s adventure. 
 

Children ages three through Grade 5 are invited 
to enjoy Bible stories, music, crafts, and fun! 

 

E-CYCLE DRIVE 
June 13, 2020 

 

(decision pending) 
 

We look forward to receiving 
your outdated electronics as an 
act of caring for God’s creation. 
 

A list of accepted items will be included in the June 
newsletter if this event can be held. 

 

https://www.shepherdsspring.org/
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Tim and Donna Ritchey Martin, Pastors 
 

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL – 9:30 am 
FAMILY WORSHIP HOUR – 10:30 am 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Friday  
8:00 to 11:30 am 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Tue-Wed-Thu  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Phone – 301-293-9516 
Church Secretary – Kathie Tucker 

 

Website – http://www.gcob.org 
Email:  office@gcob.org  
donnaritmart@gcob.org 

timritmart@gcob.org 
kathie.tucker@gcob.org 

Please submit news items for the June 2020 issue 
of The Dunker no later than Thursday, May 14.  
Thank you! 

 

GIVING THROUGH TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

(2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 

Offerings to GCOB can be presented in the following ways: 
Offering plate – Cash and checks may be placed in the 
offering plate during worship and Sunday school. 
Online – Visit www.gcob.org and click on DONATE. 
Mail – Send checks to Grossnickle COB, P.O. Box 575, 
Myersville, MD 21773.  Indicate “offering” on check. 
 

Make checks payable to “Grossnickle COB.”  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gcob.org/
mailto:donnaritmart@gcob.org
mailto:timritmart@gcob.org
mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
http://www.gcob.org/

